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Annual  Report  for  1912 


THE  CITY  OF  SCHENECTADY,  N.  Y. 


Indian  deed  to  Van  Curler  and  others,  July  2,  1661.  Massacre, 
Feb.  8,  1690.  Chartered  borough,  Oct.  22,  1765.  Union  College  chartered, 
April  17,  1795.  City  incorporated,  March  26,  1798.  First  newspaper, 
“The  Schenectady  Gazette,”  Jan.  6,  1799.  County  incorporated,  March  7, 
1809.  First  passenger  train,  Sept.  12,  1831.  Ellis  Locomotive  Company 
established,  1851.  Edison  Works  moved  to  Schenectady,  1886.  Public 
library  opened,  Dec.  12,  1894.  Public  Library  building  occupied,  Oct.  6, 
T903.  Population,  in  1890,  19,902 ; in  1900,  31,682;  in  1910,  72,826. 


Annual  Report 


The  board  of  trustees  beg  to  submit  this,  the  eighteenth  annual  report 
and  the  ninth  since  the  occupancy  of  the  library  building: 


Treasurer’s  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1912: 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1st,  1912.  . $83.63 

Receipts. 

Fines  $ 1,531.49 

5c  book  fund  . . 919.70 

Rent  of  hall  ..  74.00 

City  aid  11,000.00 

State  aid  100.00 

Miscellaneous  ..  86 . 53  $13,711 . 72 


$13,795.35 


Expenditures. 

Salaries  $ 6,069.05 


Lighting  

Freight  & ex. . . 

Supplies  

Insurance  

Printing  

Postage  

B’ks  & Period’ls 
Bookbinding  . . 
Telephone  .... 
Incidentals  . . . . 


373.63 
79.18 
577.45 
44.25 
189.06 
15.28 
4,457.06 
1,119.08 
74 . 85 
703.22 


$13,702 .11 


Cash,  Dec.  31st 
1912  .... 


93.24 


$13,795.35 

The  item  of  incidentals  includes 
the  cost  of  replacing  the  temporary 
wooden  .floor  in  the  assembly  hall 
with  a new  concrete  floor,  which  was 
$453.66. 

Bills  Payable. 

Books  & periodicals  $ 747.91 

Supplies  227.55 

Printing  35.00 

Incidentals  6.82 


$1,017.28 

The  unusual  amount  of  bills  pay- 
able is  the  result  of  expenditures 
made  largely  during  the  month  of 
December  in  order  to  supply  the 
Brandywine  Avenue  Branch  with  the 
necessary  books,  periodicals,  sup- 
plies, etc. 


The  much  needed  repairs  to  the 
roof  and  the  original  unfinished  con- 
dition of  the  library  building  were 
made  in  such  a way  as  to  scatter  the 
cost  over  three  years  as  follows: 

1910  $ 187.73 

1911  1,103.32 

1912  453.66 


$1,744.71 

The  principal  expenditures  that 
will  have  to  be  made  on  the  building 
this  coming  year  will  be: 

1.  Fitting  up  the  room  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Historical  Society,  with 
tables,  books,  shelves,  etc. 

2.  Adding  the  second  story  to  the 
book  racks  in  the  main  room. 

3.  Decorating  the  interior  of  the 

assembly  hall. 

Statistical  Record. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record 

of  the  use  of  the  Library  and  its 

present  condition: 

Contents: 

January  1,  1912  27,959 

Additions: 

Reference  books  and  bound 

serials  303 

Juvenile  833 

Main  room  library  2,858 

3,994 

Wornout  826 

Contents  January  1,  1913: 

Reference  room  3,107 

Children's  room  3,443 

Main  room  library  . 24,577 


31,127 

Circulation: 

Adult  140,769 

Juvenile  23,272 


164,041 

Increase  over  1911  5,641 

Bindery: 

Books  sewed  and  rebound  . . . 1,342 

Books  glued  and  repaired  in 


combined  with  those  in  the  magazine 
room  and  additions  made  to  round 
out  the  collection. 

• In  answer  to  requests  for  some 
printed  list  of  new  books,  the  Library 
issued  and  distributed  1,500  copies  of 
a thirteen  double-column  page 
catalogue  of  additions  of  the  newer 
publications.  A month  later  2,000 
copies  of  a revised  issue  were  print- 
ed. The  catalogue  will  be  brought 
down  to  date  from  time  to  time  and 
would  seem  to  be  more  useful  than  a 
regular  monthly  or  quarterly  bulletin 
padded  with  magazines,  reference, 
and  other  titles  of  little  interest. 

Nine  traveling  libraries  in  locked 
wooden  cases  were  sent  to  the  city 
playgrounds  and  changed  from  one  to 
another  during  the  summer.  About 
a thousand  loans  were  made  in  this 
work  of  the  best  children’s  books. 

Gifts  have  been  acknowledged  as 
received,  but  special  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  invaluable  loan  of 
a file  of  the  “Daily  Union’’  in  seventy- 
two  volumes  by  Mr.  James  H.  Calla- 
nan. 

The  number  of  borrowers,  the  use 
of  its  books,  the  importance  of  its 
facilities  for  popular  entertainment 
and  education,  and  its 'economical  ad- 
ministration, entitle  the  public  library 
to  liberal  support  by  the  city. 

ALONZO  P.  STRONG,  President. 

ALBERT  L.  ROHRER,  Treasurer 


\ 


building  5,242 

Borrowers: 

Adult  13,452 

Juvenile  3,817 


17,269 

Increase  over  1911  3,059 


As  the  public  schools  are  a State 
agency  for  elementary  education  so 
the  public  library  is  created  by  and 
responsible  to  the  State  as  a comple- 
mentary agent  in  its  own  educational 
field.  To  extend  its  main  work  of 
loaning  books  for  home  reading  the 
public  library  opened  in  the  public 
scho'ol  o<ru  Birtanldywine  Aveinue  on  De- 
cember 2 9th,  a branch  reading  room 
and  collection  of  1,500  volumes.  While 
in  a manner  experimental  it  is  be- 
lieved such  branches  will  provide 
adequate  service  at  a small  fraction 
of  the  cost  of  the  older  system  of 
separate  plants. 

No  tabulation  can  be  made  of  the 
increasing  use  by  telephone  and  in 
person  of  the  free  service  and  sug- 
gestion in  reading  and  in  the  hunt 
for  the  fact  of  interest  through 
magazine  files  and  other  reference 
collections.  Comprehensive  plans 
long  formed  for  a reference  depart- 
ment on  the  entire  second  floor  should 
be  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  Schen- 
ectady County  Historical  Society 
moves  from  the  room  it  now  occu- 
pies to  the  old  county  building.  Files 
stored  in  the  basement  can  then  be 


PERIODICALS 

S 

IN  THE  READING  ROOM 


Advocate  of  Peace 

Aeronautics 

Albany  Times-Union 

American  Chemical  Journal 

American  Historical  Review 

American  Horties  and  Gardens 

American  Journal  of  Mathematics 

American  Journal  of  Nursing 

American  Journal  of  Philology 

American  Journal  of  Psychology 

American  Journal  of  Science 

American  Journal  of  Sociology 

American  Machinist 

American  Motherhood 

American  Poultry  Journal 

Architectural  Record 

Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Arts  ai?td  Decoration 

Athenaeum 

Atlantic  Monthly 

Automobile 

Bankers’  Magazine 

Bird  Lore 

Bookman 

Boston  Cooking  School  Magazine 

Poston  Evening  Transcript 

Brass  World 

Buffalo  Express 

Building  Age 

Canadian  Magazine 

Cassier’s  Magazine 

Catholic  World 

Century 

Chautauquan 

Christian  Science  Monitor 
Contemporary  Review 
Country  Gentleman 
Country  Life  in  America 
Craftsman 

Croyden  Library  Readers’  Index 
Delineator 

Das  Deutsche  Journal  und  Mo- 
hawk Thai  Post 
Dial 

Economic  Journal 
Economist 

Educational  Review 
Electric  Journal 
Electric  Railway  Journal 
Electrical  Review  and  Western 
Electrician 
Electrical  World 
Electrician  and  Mechanic 


Little  Folks  (Cassell) 
Little  Folks  ( Salem ) 
Modern  Electrics 


Engineering  Magazine 
Engineering  News 
Engineering  Record 
Everybody’s  Magazine 
Fine  Arts  Journal 
Fliegende  Blatter 
Forest  and  Stream 
Fortnightly  Review 
Forum 
Foundry 

Geographical  Journal 
Harper’s  Bazaar 
Harper’s  Magazine 
Harper’s  Weekly 
Harvard  Law  Review 
llibbert  Journal 
Illustrated  London  News 
LTllustration 
Independent 
Industrial  Engineering 
Inland  Printer 
International  Studio 
L’lnternazionale 
Journal  of  American  Folk  Lore 
Journal  of  Political  Economy 
Journal  of  Religious  Psychology 
Keramic  Studio 
Knickerbocker  Press 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Landscape  Architecture 
Library  Assistant 
Library  Association  Record 
Library  Journal 
Library  World 
Life 

Literary  Digest 
Littell’s  Living  Age 
Lloyd’s  Weekly  News 
London  Weekly  Times 
McClure’s  Magazine 
Manual  Training  Magazine 
Missionary  Review 
Modern  Language  Review 
Monthly  Evening  Sky  Map 
Montreal  Star 
Mother’s  Magazine 
Municipal  Engineering 
Musician 
Nation 

Nation  (English) 

National  Food  Magazine 
National  Geographic  Magazine 
New  York  Evening  Post 

IN  THE  CHILDREN’S 

Our  Dumb  Animals 
Popular  Mechanics 


New  York  Herald 
New  York  Sun 
New  York  Times 
New  York  Tribune 
New  York  World 
North  American  Review 
Notes  and  Queries 
Outing 
Outlook 

Overland  Monthly 
Patent  Office  Gazette 

Philosophical  Magazine 
Playground 
Poet  Lore 

Political  Science  Quarterly 
Popular  Electricity 
Popular  Mechanics 
Popular  Science  Monthly 
Power 

Psychological  Review  and  Bulletin 
Public  Libraries 
Publishers’  Circular 
Publishers’  Weekly 
Punch 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics 
Railway  Age  Gazette 
Railway  and  Locomotive  Engi- 
neering 

Records  of  the  Past 
Review  of  Reviews 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes 
San  Francisco  Argonaut 
Schenectady  Citizen 
Schenectady  Gazette 
Schenectady  Union-Star 
Science 

Scientific  American  and  Supple- 
ment 

Scribner’s  Magazine 
South  Atlantic  Quarterly 
Spectator 

Springfield  Republican 
La  Stampa 
Survey 
System 

Technical  World 
Toronto  Globe 
Travel 
Troy  Times 
Vocational  Education 
Wilson’s  Photographic  Magazine 
Die  Woche 
World’s  Work 

ROOM 

St.  Nicholas 
Youth’s  Companion 


